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join me in honoring George Hampton. I am 
proud to have had him in my Congressional 
district and wish him never-ending success in 
his future endeavors. 

Thank you, George Hampton, for your dec-
ades of dedicated service to the community. 
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HONORING BESSIEFRANCES J. 
MEADOR 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2007 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life of Bessiefrances J. 
Meador of Riverdale, New York. The residents 
of California’s 9th Congressional District re-
member Beth as a brilliant woman, an astute 
politician, a dedicated community activist, an 
accomplished attorney, and a loving friend to 
many. Beth passed away on March 30, 2007. 

Beth spent her early years in Independence, 
Missouri and Colorado Springs, Colorado. In 
1955, she and her family returned to the Kan-
sas City area. There, they joined the Olivet In-
stitutional Baptist Church where Beth was very 
active as a youth and young adult. 

Upon her graduation from Sumner High 
School in 1961, Beth began her under-
graduate studies at the University of Kansas. 
After earning her B.A., she obtained her law 
degree from the University of California at 
Berkeley, and was admitted to the bar in Cali-
fornia and New York. 

Beth led a distinguished career in the legal 
profession, serving in a number of important 
roles. She was an administrative attorney in 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit in New York, and also main-
tained a private law practice. Beth worked as 
a litigation compliance officer for the New York 
City Child Welfare Administration and as Mi-
nority Business Specialist for the State of New 
York and the New York City Transit Authority. 
She previously worked as Assistant Director in 
the Office of Legal Services of the State Bar 
of California. In the last years of her life, Beth 
was a teacher in the New York City Public 
School System. 

Beth was active in politics throughout her 
life. Living in Oakland, California in the 1970s, 
she ran for the State Assembly, and was ac-
tively involved in many local campaigns. She 
participated in the 1972 National Black Polit-
ical Convention in Gary, Indiana, as well as 
numerous State and national political conven-
tions. Delegates always sought her counsel, 
for as much as she was an idealist, she was 
also very practical in seeking strategies and 
initiatives for making the United States a bet-
ter country. 

Always actively involved in her community, 
Beth was centrally involved in a number of or-
ganizations. An accomplished concert pianist, 
she contributed her talent as the youth music 
director at the historic Abyssinian Baptist 
Church in Harlem, where she was also a 
member. Beth belonged to the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., and the Coalition of 100 
Black Women. 

On a personal note, Beth was my roommate 
for a year, and I was privileged to benefit from 
her wise counsel, her musical genius, and our 
thought-provoking discussions. After Beth 
moved into her own apartment, as a generous 

gesture of gratitude she gave me a beautiful 
set of dinnerware which I use to this day. Her 
memory and her love are deeply etched in my 
heart and in the hearts of many. 

The last time I saw Beth was in September 
2006, when we celebrated my sister Mildred’s 
birthday in New York City. We enjoyed our 
evening with Congressman CHARLIE RANGEL, 
who welcomed us with open arms and gen-
erous hospitality to his district in Harlem. Beth 
was delighted to be with Congressman RAN-
GEL and enjoyed the evening tremendously. 
Little did we know that these would be our last 
moments together. 

Today, California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors a great human being, 
our beloved Beth Meador. We extend our 
deepest condolences to Beth’s family, and our 
deepest gratitude for sharing this great woman 
with us. She will be deeply missed. May her 
soul rest in peace. 
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CELEBRATING THE PROMULGA-
TION OF MINORITY AND WOMEN 
OWNED BUSINESSES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to enter into the RECORD an article titled 
‘‘Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce Joins 
New York City in Promoting Minority and 
Women Owned Businesses,’’ published in 
CaribNews on the week ending April 3, 2007. 

The article celebrates the partnership be-
tween the Greater Harlem Chamber of Com-
merce and the great City of New York and ef-
forts to increase the number of and provide 
necessary support to minority and women 
owned businesses. The partnership has been 
forged in an effort to help minority and women 
owned businesses become certified to provide 
goods and services to the City of New York. 
According to the article, ‘‘companies that be-
come certified obtain greater access to and in-
formation about contracting opportunities, re-
ceive technical assistance to better compete 
for those opportunities, and benefit from inclu-
sion in the City’s Online Directory of Certified 
Firms.’’ Each of these benefits is essential to 
the success of minority and women owned 
businesses, many of whom face considerable 
challenges in starting and sustaining their op-
erations. 

I applaud the partnership between the 
Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce and 
the great City of New York and look forward 
to the continued growth of minority and 
women owned businesses in New York City. 
GREATER HARLEM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

JOINS NEW YORK CITY IN PROMOTING MINOR-
ITY AND WOMEN OWNED BUSINESS 

Harlem, USA—The Greater Harlem Cham-
ber of Commerce (GHCC) has joined with the 
NYC Department of Small Business Services 
in a partnership to help Minority and Women 
Owned Businesses become certified to pro-
vide goods and services to the City of New 
York. The New York City Minority- and 
Women-Owned Business Enterprise (M/WBE) 
Program certifies, promotes, and fosters the 
growth of the City’s minority and women- 
owned businesses. Companies that become 
certified obtain greater access to and infor-
mation about contracting opportunities, re-

ceive technical assistance to better compete 
for those opportunities, and benefit from in-
clusion in the City’s Online Directory of Cer-
tified Firms. 

GHCC began actively promoting this ini-
tiative in the Fall of 2006. Early outreach ac-
tivities included the Miller Urban Entre-
preneur Series at Terrace In The Sky Res-
taurant on December 9, 2006 and the End of 
Year Reception at Pier 2110 Restaurant on 
December 20, 2006. 

On February 20th the Greater Harlem 
Chamber of Commerce hosted a special 
workshop on the importance of M/WBE’s 
being certified with the city at the Marriott 
Marquis Hotel on Broadway and 45th Street 
prior to its Quarterly Membership meeting. 
That workshop was the first in a series of 
seminars and individual training sessions 
that will take place through June 2007 in an 
effort to get more Minority and Women 
Owned Businesses to be certified with the 
city and make it possible for more minority 
companies of all kinds to do business with 
NYC. 

Firms based in New York City or certain 
surrounding counties are eligible for certifi-
cation if they have been in business for more 
than one year and are at least 51 percent 
owned by a member of an ethnic minority 
group or a woman. Certified M/WBEs have 
access to free business assistance and semi-
nars to help them make the most of their 
certification status. All companies are listed 
in a searchable public online directory that 
purchasing officers and contracting agencies 
use to find the goods and services they need. 
GHCC begins hosting individual training ses-
sions on M/WBE certification with the City 
every Thursday and Saturday starting 
through June. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE SECURE VISA 
WAIVER TRAVEL ACT OF 2007 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 23, 2007 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, today, I am introducing the Secure 
Visa Waiver Travel Act of 2007. Dating back 
to the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 
1986, the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) has 
been a highly successful program that allows 
nationals of designated countries to travel to 
the United States visa-free for up to 90 days 
for temporary business or tourism. VWP coun-
tries are required to grant reciprocal visa-free 
travel to Americans. The VWP has been a 
boost for tourism and commerce between the 
United States and the 27 countries that cur-
rently participate. For this reason, many other 
countries hope to join the VWP. There is 
strong support within the Administration, the 
business community, and among our allies 
and friends for Congress to take up legislation 
to expand the VWP. 

I also support expansion of the VWP, and 
that is why I am introducing this bill. The VWP 
has been beneficial to American tourism and 
businesses. However, the VWP also has seri-
ous security vulnerabilities; both ‘‘shoe-bomb-
er’’ Richard Reid and convicted al-Qaeda op-
erative Zacarias Moussaoui traveled under the 
VWP. As we consider ways to expand the 
VWP, I believe security considerations must 
be foremost in our minds. The United States 
must enhance partnerships with VWP coun-
tries to ensure that terrorists and those who 
would violate our laws cannot travel visa-free. 
I believe my bill accomplishes this. 
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